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Sir,  
 I request that the following matter may kindly be published in your esteemed daily: 

Farmers recommended to Store and Sell Ragi 

Ragi or Finger millet (Eleusine coracana) is grown as a cereal in Asia and 

Africa.  Ragi is the staple diet in many villages across South India especially in North 

Karnataka besides Maharashtra and the North Western Zone of Tamil Nadu. It is also 

used as a major substitute for rice among the diabetic patients and also the diet 

conscious people. Ragi is majorly utilized in savories, sathu mavu, biscuits and feed 

industry. 

In India, it is mainly grown in Karnataka, Tamil Nadu, Uttarakhand and 

Maharashtra. More than 80 per cent of the crop is grown as Kharif crop. In 2012-13 

India produced 19.29 lakh tonnes of ragi from 13.07 lakh hectares with an average 

productivity of 1641 kg per hectare. Karnataka tops the Indian ragi production with a 

contribution of 67 per cent followed by Tamil Nadu (11 %), Uttarakhand (9 %) and 

Maharashtra (7 %). Tamil Nadu is having the highest productivity of 2731 kgs per 

hectare which is higher than the country’s average productivity of 1641 kg per 

hectare. According to Fourth Advance Estimates of Government of India, India will 

produce 15.9 lakh tonnes during kharif of 2013-14.  

The area and production of ragi shows a declining trend over years where as 

the productivity showed upward trend. The compound annual growth rate in area and 

production from 2001 to 2012 had shown a negative growth rate of 2.56 and 1.57 per 

 



cent respectively. Tamil Nadu ranks second in India’s ragi production which 

produced 1.71 lakh tonnes of ragi from 0.75 lakh hectares.  

Ragi contributes 3 per cent of total area under cereals and 2 per cent of the 

total cereal production in Tamil Nadu. Krishnagiri, Dharmapuri, Salem, Erode and 

Vellore districts together accounted for 95.15 per cent of the total area of 75,650 ha 

under this crop during 2010-11. Krishnagiri and Dharmapuri districts alone share 

67.66 per cent of the State’s ragi production. The area and production showed 

declining trend where as the productivity showed increasing trend in Tamil Nadu.  

It is produced mainly in Kharif season (July-August season) in all the major 

ragi growing districts as rainfed crop. It is also grown as irrigated crop in Krishnagiri 

district as August sowing in ragi is famous after gingelly harvest. Fresh arrivals will 

start at end of December and the stored crop will serve round the year. Since Tamil 

Nadu’s production does not support the demand for entire State, traders are also 

procuring it from Karnataka.  

Ragi is exported to Malaysia, Singapore, Indonesia and Srilanka. Export 

demand for ragi exists all round the year. Ragi could be stored for more than 5 years 

without any storage loss.  

Under this circumstance, Tamil Nadu ragi farmers are to be informed whether 

to store the harvested ragi or sell immediately. Scientists in the back office of Agro 

Marketing Intelligence and Business Promotion Centre (AMI &BPC) Centre for 

Agricultural and Rural Development Studies (CARDS) in Tamil Nadu Agricultural 

University have analyzed the last 10 years prices of Ragi that prevailed in 

Tindivanam market.  

Ragi is substituted with maize in feed preparation whenever the price of ragi is 

lower than maize price. Ragi production in Karnataka, demand by the end users and 

maize price are the major factors which decide the price of ragi in Tamil Nadu. It 

fetches peak prices during August- November and lean prices during December- 

January since arrivals from Karnataka and Tamil Nadu coincide during January. 



Trade sources reported that this year bumper ragi production is expected in 

Karnataka and Tamil Nadu which supports the price of ragi in the lower side. Also 

the current farm gate price of maize is Rs.1300 per quintal where as ragi is being sold 

at Rs.1700 per quintal. This will not support the increased use of ragi in the feed 

preparation.  

Econometric analysis of Back Office of AMI & BPC predicted that farm gate 

price of ragi will rule around Rs.17-19 per kg during December, 2013 to February, 

2014. After February there are chances for price to increase upto Rs.2 per kg. Hence 

farmers are recommended to store the harvested ragi and sell in March-April, 2014.   

For further details contact:- 

Domestic and Export Market Intelligence Cell 
Centre for Agricultural and Rural Development Studies 
Tamil Nadu Agricultural University 
Coimbatore- 641 003. 
Phone: 0422-2431405 

For Technical Details please contact:- 

The Professor and Head 
Department of Millets, 
Tamil Nadu Agricultural University 
Coimbatore- 641 003. 
Phone: 0422-2450507 
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Mrphpah;/  
 
 
Iah/  
              fPnH Fwpg;gplg;gl;Ls;s bra;jp tptuj;jpid j';fsJ nkyhd ehspjHpy; 
gpuRhpf;FkhW md;g[ld; ntz;Lfpnwd;. 

mWtil bra;j uhfpia nrkpj;J tpw;ft[k; 

Mrpah kw;Wk; Mg;gphpf;ff; fz;l';fspy; uhfp xU Kf;fpa jhdpag; gapuhFk;. 

,e;jpahtpy;/ Kf;fpa bjd; khepy';fspy; Kf;fpakhf tl fh;ehlfh kw;Wk; 

kfhuh#;uhtpy; cs;s fpuhk';fspy;  ,J ,d;wpaikahj czthf cs;sJ.  

rh;f;fiu nehahspfs; kw;Wk; Mnuhf;fpa  cztpy;  ehl;lk; bfhz;lth;fs; kj;jpapy; 

mhprpf;F ,iz czthf uhfp gad;gLj;jg;gLfpwJ.  nrkpah/ rj;Jkht[/ 

gp!;fl;Lfs; kw;Wk; jPtdj; bjhHpw;rhiyfspy;  uhfp cgnahfg;gLj;jg;gLfpwJ. 

,e;jpahtpy; fh;ehlfh/ jkpH;ehL/ cj;jh;fhz;l; kw;Wk; kfhuh#;ouh 

khepy';fspy; uhfp bgUthhpahfg; gaphplg;gLfpwJ. 80 rjtPjj;jpw;Fk; mjpfkhd 

gaph; fhPg; gUtj;jpy; gaphplg;gLfpwJ. 2012-13 Mk; Mz;oy; 19.29 ,yl;rk; ld;fs; 

uhfp 13.07 ,yl;rk; vf;nlhpy; cw;gj;jp bra;ag;gl;lJ. cw;gj;jpj; jpwd; vf;nlUf;F 

1641 fpnyh MFk;. ,e;jpahtpy; uhfp cw;gj;jpapy; 64 rjtPj g';fspg;g[ld; fh;ehlfh 

Kd;dpiy tfpf;fpwJ. mjidj; bjhlh;e;J jkpH;ehL (11 rjtPjk;)/ cj;jufhz;l; (9 

rjtPjk;) kw;Wk; kfhuh#;ouh (7 rjtPjk;) khepy';fs; g';fspf;fpd;wd. jkpHfj;jpy; 

uhfpapd; cw;gj;jpj;jpwd; vf;nlUf;F 2731 fpnyhthFk;. ,J njrpa ruhrhpahd 

vf;nlUf;F 1641 fpnyhitf; fhl;oYk; kpft[k; TLjyhFk;.  ,e;jpa murpd] 4 tJ 

Kd;dwptpg;g[ mwpf;ifapd; go/ 2013-14 fhPg; gUtj;jpy; 15.9 ,yl;rk; ld;fs; uhfp 

cw;gj;jp bra;ag;gLk]. 

uhfpapd; gug;g[ kw;Wk; cw;gj;jp fle;j rpy Mz;Lfshff; Fiwe;J tUfpwJ. 

Mdhy; cw;gj;jpj;jpwd; mjpfhpj;J tUfpwJ. mjd; gug;g[  kw;Wk; cw;gj;jp Kiwna 

2.56 kw;Wk; 1.57 rjtPj vjph;kiw tsh;r;rpiaf; bfhz;Ls;sJ.  jkpH;ehL 1.71 

 



,yl;rk; ld;fs; uhfpia 0.75 ,yl;rk; vf;nlhpy; cw;gj;jp bra;J ,e;jpahtpy; uhfp 

cw;gj;jpapy; ,uz;lhkplk; tfpf;fpwJ. 

uhfp jkpHf jhdpag; gug;gpy; 3 rjtPjKk; cw;gj;jpapy; 2 rjtPjKk; 

g';fspf;fpwJ. fpU#;zfphp/ jh;kg[hp/ nryk;/ <nuhL kw;Wk; ntY}h; khtl;l';fs; 

bkhj;j jkpHf uhfpg; gug;ghd 75/650 vf;nlhpy; 95 rjtPjk; g';fspf;fpd;wd. 

fpU#;zfphp kw;Wk; jh;kg[hp khtl;l';fs; kl;Lk; cw;gj;jpapy; 67.66 rjtPjk; 

g';fspf;fpd;wd. gug;g[ kw;Wk; cw;gj;jp tPH;r;rpg; nghf;fpYk; cw;gj;jpj;jpwdpy; 

bgUFk; nghf;Fk; fhzg;gLfpwJ. uhfp midj;J Kf;fpa khtl;l';fspYk; fhPg; 

gUtj;jpy; ($%iy- Mf!;l;) khdhthhpahfg; gaphplg;gLfpwJ. rpy gFjpfspy; 

,witg; gapuhft[k; Fwpg;ghf fpU#;zfphp khtl;lj;jpy; vs; mWtilf;Fg; gpd; 

Mf!:l; khjj;jpy; uhfp gutyhfg; gaphplg;gLfpwJ. g[jpjhf mWtilf;F tUk; gaph; 

ork;gh; khj ,WjpapYk; nrkpf;fg;gl;l gaph; tUlk; KGtJk; cgnahfpf;fg;gLfpwJ. 

jkpH; ehl;od; cw;gj;jp  njitf;Fk; Fiwthf ,Ug;gjhy; th;j;jfh;fs; fh;ehlfhtpy; 

,Ue;J bfhs;Kjy; bra;fpd;wdh;.  

jkpHfj;jpypUe;J uhfp knyrpah/ rp';fg;g{h;/ ,e;njhnd#pah kw;Wk; 

,y';iff;F Vw;Wkjp bra;ag;gLfpwJ. uhfpia rhpahd Kiwapy; nrkpj;jhy; Ie;J 

Mz;Lfs; tiu ,Hg;gpd;wp nrkpf;f Koa[k;.  

,r;NHypy;/ jkpHf uhfp tptrhapfs; mWtil bra;j gapiu cldoahf 

tpw;gjh my;yJ nrkpj;J tpw;gjh vd;gijj; bjhpe;J bfhs;s Mtyhf cs;sdh;. 

vdnt jkpH;ehL ntshz;ikg; gy;fiyf;fHfj;jpy; cs;s ntshz; kw;Wk; Cuf 

nkk;ghl;L Ma;t[ ikaj;jpy; ,a';fp tUk; fle;j 10 Mz;Lfshf jpz;otdk; 

re;ijapy; epytpa uhfp tpiyia Ma;t[ bra;jJ. uhfpapd; tpiy kf;fhr;nrhs 

tpiyia tplf; Fiwthf ,Uf;Fk; bghGJ jPtd cw;gj;jpapy; uhfp bgUkst[ 

cgnahfpf;fg;gLfpwJ. 

fh;ehlfhtpy; uhfp cw;gj;jp/ Efh;nthhpd; njit kw;Wk; kf;fhr;nrhs tpiy 

Mfpad uhfp tpiyia eph;zapf;Fk; Kf;fpaf; fhuzpfshFk;. Mf!;l; Kjy; 

etk;gh; tiu mjpfgl;r tpiya[k; ork;gh; Kjy; $dthp tiu Fiwe;j tpiya[k; 

fpilf;Fk;. jkpHf kw;Wk; fh;ehlf tuj;Jf;fs; $dthp khjj;jpy; xnu rkak; 

re;ijf;F tUk;. ,e;j Mz;L jkpH;ehL kw;Wk; fh;ehlfhtpy; vjph;ghh;f;fg;gLk; 



mjpfg;goahd cw;gj;jpapdhy; uhfp tpiy Fiwe;nj ,Uf;Fk; vd;W th;j;jf 

\y';fs; bjhptpf;fpd;wd.  jw;nghJ kf;fhr;nrhsk; Ftpz;lhy; +.1300f;Fk; uhfp 

Ftpz;lhy; +.1700f;Fk; tpw;gidahfpwJ. vdnt jPtd cw;gj;jpapy; uhfpapd; 

gad;ghL Fiwthfnt ,Uf;Fk;.  

ntshz; tpw;gidj; jfty; kw;Wk; tzpf Cf;Ftpg;g[ ikaj;jpd; gpd;g[y 

mYtyfj;jpd;  bghUspay; Ma;t[fSk; uhfp tpiy ork;gh;/ 2013 Kjy; gpg;uthp 2014 

tiu fpnyhtpw;F +.17 Kjy; 19 tiu ,Uf;Fk; vdf; fzpj;Js;sJ. gpg;uthpf;Fg; 

gpd; tpiy Ftpz;lhYf;F +.2000Ij; jhz;l tha;g;g[fs; cs;sd. Mfnt 

tptrhapfs; mWtil bra;j uhfpia nrkpj;J khh;r;- Vg;uy; 2014,y; tpw;gid 

bra;a ghpe;Jiuf;ffg;gLfpd;wdh;. 

nkYk; tptu';fSf;F bjhlh;g[ bfhs;s:‐ 

cs;ehl;L kw;Wk; Vw;Wkjp re;ijj; jfty; ikak;/ 
ntshz;ik kw;Wk; Cuf nkk;ghl;L Ma;t[ ikak;/ 
jkpH;ehL ntshz;ikg; gy;fiyf;fHfk;/ 
nfhak;g[j;J}h; -641 003. 
bjhiyngrp: 0422-2431405 

bjhHpy;El;g tptu';fSf;F bjhlh;g[ bfhs;st[k;:‐ 

nguhrphpah; kw;Wk; jiyth; 
rpW jhdpa';fs; Jiw/ 
jkpH;ehL ntshz;ikg; gy;fiyf;fHfk;/ 
nfhak;g[j;J}h; -641 003. 
bjhiyngrp: 0422-2450507 
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